Norjdo I think thatjhis breed fended) with him. There are Irish gentlemen still left of whom we shall-Ji ear, and the world shall hear, when "these con fusions shall have passed. j * Farewell, dear Lord Dufterin. Re-\ qniescat in pace profunda. | -% TO HELEN. '
Helen, thy beauty is to me, ! Like those Nic?an barks of yore j That gently, o'er a perfumed sea, |
The weary-worn wanderer bore, To his own native shore.
On desperate seas long wont to roam, Thy hyacinth hair, thy classic face, Thy Naiad airs have brought me home
To the glory that was Greece, And the grandeur that was Rome.
Lo ! in yon brilliant window-niche | How statue-like I bee thee stand, j
The agate lamp within thy hand ! Ah, Psyche from the regions which
Are holy-land !? Edgar Allan Poe.
Is not this a gem ? Pure, chaste.
lovely beyond the powers of language to praise in fit words. And it is unique, even in Poe , for it has not that luscious melody and voluptuous refraining of which he was so fond, and for which he ought to be such an example and admon ition to the poetically inclined, to those who won't write sensible verses and can't write verses that will sing.
THE POOR CRIPPLE !
Our ancestors did not care for three volume or for one-volume novels. Even Kipling's stories would have seemed to them dreadfully and needlessly long and tedious. They liked their fiction brief, concise, elliptic, and leaving much to the imagination. Here is an example There was once a poor cripple who wa& accustomed to be carried upon a hand barrow from one bouse to that which lay next. On a certain day two fine young men were engaged in this charit able labour and carrying this helpless creature between them upon a barrow, They were noted hurley-players, Bill, which, from all I can learn, is likely to be of a very drastic nature.
There is no " supiness" at all ; or, if there is, it is a supineness calculated and premeditated?a card deliberately played with a clear purpose in view.
British Administrations are never supine : the interests of their country and Empire, and those of their own j Party, do not permit them to indulge in such a luxury. The British Government has, in my opinion, always dealt intelli gently, very intelligently, with the Irish problem from its own British point of view. When fierce and coer cive it is with a clear purpose, and when supine it is with a clear purpose. I That absurd speech of Lord Salisbury's : was delivered with a purpose. It will be succeeded in due course by another, ?
in which he will enlarge on the desire-j ableness and necessity of giving the soil ? of Ireland to the people in order to con-j ciliate their affection and loyalty to the Empire, and abolish the danger which, as he informed the Junior Constitu tional Club, was far greater than that which has arisen out of South Africa.
The British Statesman, as you will readily understand, is governed in his ?
action by his Party interests and those of his own people, never by justice or by sentiment. Do you think the British Statesman lies awake at night thinking about us, and how he might make us happier and more virtuous ? Not he. He thinks about matters | more important ; and, when he has I finished, just turns on his pillow, and goes to sleep. Clever dog ! I perceive from your writings and ?
correspondence that you are a thinker, and invite you to think about the less apparent, yet tremendously important aspects of the Land Question. It is fluid now, and the settlement of it may be made to flow into such shapes and take such impressions as we prepare for it. Every kind of property you can think of is a mode or form assumed by land. What are we ourselves but a mode of j land," dust of the earth." But, indeed, I
have so many things to say on the sub ject that I hardly know whereto begin.
Just one thing to conclude with for the present. Within the last half-hour a lady told me that the ground rent of her house and garden in the suburbs of Dublin was ?12 a year. The ground is less than an acre. So, land then, yields some ?24 an acre per annum. How is it we hear nothing of the invisible demon landlord of the cities and towns, while you poor landlords out in the country what is known as the dual system of land ownership is not a good economic arrangement, and that it is not desir able that it should remain permanently, I think we may assume that this will disappear and a different tenure take its place.
I venture to think that this change will take place gradually not suddenly.
In your letters to X you appear to assume that the only serious obstacle to such a change is in the reluctance of the present owners of land to acquiesce in a new order of things, and that if they were persuaded to change their view and to join in an application to the Government for an immediate settle ment, coming to some understanding meantime with the tenants on the matter of price, all difficulty would' then be over, and the business might be concluded at once. I think that is a mistake. There are several other points, some of them of great import ance, to be considered. The change of a system of land tenure cannot be accomplished as one might throw off an old jacket and put on a new one How. many years did it take to complete the change of land system in Prussia initiated by Hardenberg ? If I am correctly informed a good many. And in that case the Government did not require to be pressed ; the scheme was their own, and they used all their power to carry it through ; nor was the delay from opposition of the landowners, for they seem to have given very little. The delay, I take it, arose out of the na ture of the case and the difficulties that must always occur in carrying out a change of a large and complicated nature. If you allow me, I will return to this subject in another letter, and point out in more detail some of the reasons which induce me to think that this business must of necessity occupy a considerable time.
[ Dear Mr. Editor,?I promised to explain my reasons for thinking that the change in the system of land tenure now in progress will be a gradual, not a sud den, change. It will be admitted that land purchase depends on the assent of the persons who are to supply the money for the operation ; that is to say, on the assent of a majority of the taxpayers of the United Kingdom. No so-called "offer" is valid till endorsed by this
